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fEuLE  34,  Physicians,  Surcieons,  Midwives  and  Parents  Shall  Report 
Birlhs, — All  ph3^sicians,  surgeons  or  accoucheurs  (midwives)  who  may 
attend  at  the  birth  of  a  child,  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  attendance, 
eitl\er  parent  of  the  chikl,  shall  report  the  fact,  together  with  all  sta- 
tistical data  relating  thereto,  within  five  days  from  time  of  the  birth 
to  the  city  or  county  registrar  as  hereinafter  provided  for, 

*Sec.  9.  Each  birth  certificate  shall  contain  the  following  items,  and  which 
are  declared  to  be  necessary  statistical  data  to  complete  such  certificate : 

(1)  Place  of  birth,  county,  city  or  village. 

(2)  Full  name  of  child. 

(3)  Sex  of  child. 

(4)  Whether  twin,  triplet,  or  plural  birth. 

(5)  Whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate. 

(6)  Date  of  birth,  year,  month  and  day. 

(7)  Full  name  of  father. 

(8)  Residence  of  father. 

(9)  Color  or  race  of  father. 

(10)  Age  of  father  at  last  birthday. 

(11)  Occupation  of  father. 

(12)  Birthplace  of  father. 

(13)  Maiden  name  of  mother. 

(14)  Residence  of  mother. 

(15)  Color  or  race  of  mother. 

(16)  Age  of  mother  at  last  birthday. 

(17)  Birthplace  of  mother. 

(18)  Occupation  of  mother. 

(19)  Number  of  children  born  to  this  mother  prior  to  this  birth. 

(20)  Number  of  children  of  this  mother  living. 

(21)  The  certification  of  attending  physician,  surgeon  or  midwife,  as  to 
attendance  at  birth,  including  the  statement  of  the  year,  month,  day  and  hour 
of  birth,  and  whether  the  child  was  born  alive  or  was  stillborn;  provided  that 
such  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the  physician  or  surgeon,  or  midwife,  with 
the  date  of  signature  and  the  address  of  such  physician,  or  surgeon,  or  mid- 
wife; provided  further,  that  if  there  was  no  physician,  surgeon,  or  midwife 
in  attendance,  then  the  father  or  mother  of  the  child,  or  the  owner  of  the 
premises  shall  notify  the  local  registrar  within  five  days  following  the  birth, 
and  such  registrar  shall  fill  in  this  item  and  the  party  so  notifying  the  registrar 
shall  sign  such  certificate,  and  such  certificate  shall  fully  and  completely  con- 
tain all  the  facts  in  connection  with  such  birth;  and  provided  further,  that  all 
birth  certificates  shall  be  upon  a  form  and  of  a  size  prescribed  by  the  State 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics. 


fRules  34  to  50,  inclusive,  taken  from  General  Laws,  Thirty-fifth  Legislature, 
1911,  Chapter  95. 

*Sections  6  to  15,  inclusive,  taken  from  General  Laws,  Thirty-fifth  Legislature, 
Chapter  129. 


EuLE  35.  Underial-ers  Shall  Report  Deaths. — Every  person  acting 
as  undertaker  shall  file  with  the  proper  registrar  a  certificate  of  death 
and  all  persons  furnishing  a  coffin  or  box  in  which  to  bury  the  .dead 
shall  be  deemed  undertakers. 


Sec.  8.  Each  death  certificate  shall  contain  the  following  items,  and  which 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  personal  and  statistical  particulars  and  medical 
particulars  necessary  to  complete  such  certificate : 


1. 

Place  of  death,  including  city  or  village. 

2. 

Full  name  of  decedent. 

3. 

Sex. 

4. 

Color  or  race. 

5. 

Conjugal  relations  (single,  married,  widowed  or 

divorced). 

6. 

Date  of  birth  (year,  month  and  day). 

7. 

Age  (year,  month  and  day). 

8. 

Occupation  described  in  full. 

9. 

Place  of  birth. 

10. 

Name  of  father. 

11. 

Birthplace  of  father. 

12. 

Maiden  name  of  mother. 

13. 

Birthplace  of  motiier. 

14. 

Signature  and  address  of  informant. 

15. 

Date  of  death  (give  year,  month  and  day). 

16. 

Certification  as  to  the  medical  attendance  on 

the  decedent,  fact  and 

time  of  death,  time  last  seen  alive,  and  cause  of  death,  with  contributory 
cause,  if  any,  and  duration  of  each,  and  whether  due  to  dangerous  or  insan- 
itary conditions  of  employment,  together  wit!i  signature  and  address  of  physician 
or  official  making  the  medical  certificate  and  date  of  certification. 

17.  Length  of  residence  at  place  of  death. 

18.  Place  of  burial  or  removal  and  date  of  same. 

19.  Signature  of  undertaker  or  person  acting  as  such,  and  all  death  cer- 
tificates shall  be  made  on  a  form  and  of  a  size  prescribed  by  the  State  Registrar 
of  Vital  Statistics,  and  providing  subdivisions  five  (5)  to  thirteen  (13),  in- 
clusive, may  be  omitted  if  such  information  is  not  obtainable,  and  the  death 
certificate  shall  be  so  endorsed. 

Sec.  11.  The  body  of  any  person  whose  death  occurs  within  the  State 
of  Texas,  or  which  may  be  found  dead  within  the  State  of  Texas  shall  not 
be  interred  or  deposited  in  a  vault  or  tomb  or  cremated  or  otherwise  disposed 
of  or  removed  from  or  into  any  registration  district  or  be  held  temporarily 
pending  further  disposition,  for  a  period  of  more  than  seventy-two  (72)  hours 
after  death,  unless  a  permit  for  a  burial,  removal  or  other  disposition  thereof 
shall  have  been  properly  issued  by  the  registrar  of  the  city,  county  or  precinct 
in  which  the  death  occurred  or  the  body  was  found;  provided,  however,  that 
this  section  shall  not  apply  to  counties  of  less  than  two  thousand  (2,000)  in- 
habitants; provided,  that  no  such  burial  or  removal  permit  shall  be  issued  by 
any  registrar  until  a  complete  certificate  of  death  has  been  filed  with  him  as 
herein  provided,  and  provided  further,  that  when  a  body  is  transported  from 
one  registration  district  to  another  district,  or  from  another  State  into  another 
registration  district  within  this  State  for  burial  or  other  disposition,  the  transit 
or  removal  permit  issued  in  accordance  with  law  shall  be  accepted  by  the 
registrar  of  the  district  into  which  the  body  is  transported  for  burial  or  other 
disposition  as  a  basis  upon  which  he  may  issue  a  local  burial  permit;  and  pro- 
vided further,  that  the  registrar  shall  note  upon  the  face  of  such  permit  the 
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fact  that  the  body  was  shipped  in  for  burial  or  other  disposition,  and  shall 
state  thereon  the  actual  place  of  death;  and  provided  further,  that  no  registrar 
shall  receive  any  fee  or  pay  for  the  issuance  of  such  permits. 

EuLE  36.  City  and  County  ^'Registrar." — For  the  purpose  of  these 
rules  and  regulations  the  phrase  ^'county  registrar"  shall  be  held  to 
designate  the  clerk  of  the  county  court,  when  a  birth  or  death  is  re- 
turnable from  a  county,  outside  of  incorporated  cities  or  town,  and 
in  all  such  incorporated  cities  and  towns  the  term  city  registrar  shall 
be  held  to  designate  the  city  health  officer  or  other  city  official  acting 
as  registrar  for  said  city,  aDd  all  returns  of  births  and  deaths  accruing 
[occurring]  outside  of  incorporated  cities  and  towns  shall  be  made  to 
the  county  registrar  of  the  county  in  which  said  births  and  deaths  oc- 
cur; all  returns  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  within  any  incorporated 
city  or  town  shall  be  made  to  the  city  registrar  of  the  city  or  town  in 
which  said  births  and  deaths  occur,  and  all  returns  of  deaths  where  the 
bodies  are  buried  within  any  incorporated  city  or  town  shall  be  made 
to  the  city  registrar. 

Rule  37.  In  Incorporated  Cities  and  'Towns,  City  Health  Officer 
to  Act  as  City  Registrar,  Etc. — Each  and  every  incorporated  city  or 
town  in  the  State  of  Texas  shall  constitute  a  primary  registration  dis  - 
trict. In  such  incorporated  city  or  town,  the  city  health  officer  shall 
be  and  shall  be  known  as  the  city  registrar.  Each  city  registrar  shall 
appoint  a  deputy  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  act  in  his  stead  in  case  of 
absence,  illness  or  disability,  and  both  the  city  registrar  and  his  deputy 
shall  be  subject  to  all  rules  and  regulations  herein  mentioned.  Pro- 
vided, that  in  cities  or  towns  where  the  city  secretary  or  other  city 
officials  are,  at  the  date  of  promulgation  of  the  Sanitary  Code  for 
Texas,  officiating  as  registrar  of  births  and  deaths  under  local  ordi- 
nances which  require  a  burial  permit,  based  upon  a  duly  accredited 
death  certificate,  before  allowing  the  dead  to  be  baried,  such  officers 
shall  be  continued  as  city  registrars  and  in  and  for  such  cities  and 
towns,  but  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  herein  con- 
tained. That  the  body  of  any  person  whose  death  occurs  in  any  said 
registration  district  shall  be  not  interred,  deposited  in  a  vault  or  tomb, 
cremated  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  or  removed  or  transported  from  said 
registration  district  until  a  permit  for  burial,  removal  or  other  dis- 
position shall  have  been  properly  issued  by  the  city  registrar  of  the 
registration  district  in  v/hich  the  death  or  interment  occurs.  And  no 
such  burial  or  removal  permit  shall  be  issued  by  any  registrar  un^il  a 
complete  and  satisfactory  certificate  and  return  of  the  death  has  been 
filed  with  him  as  hereinafter  provided.  Provided,  that  a  transit  permit 
issued  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  health  regulations  of  the  place 
where  the  death  occurred,  whether  in  Texas,  or  outside  of  the  State, 
may  be  accepted  by  the  city  registrar  of  the  district  where  the  l)(^(lv  is 
to  be  interred  or  otherwise  finally  disposed  of,  as  a  basis  upon  which  he 
shall  issue  a  local  burial  permit,  in  the  same  way  as  if  the  death  oc- 
curred in  this  city,  but  shall  plainly  enter  on  the  face  of  the  copy  of  the 
record  which  he  shall  make  for  return  to  the  State  Eegistrar  the  fact 
that  it  was  a  body  shipped  in  for  interment,  and  give  the  actual  place 
of  death.  When  a  body  is  removed  from  a  district  in  Texas  to  an 
adjacent  or  nearby  district  for  interment,  not  requiring  the  use  of  a 
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common  carrier  or  the  issue  of  a  transient  permit,  then  the  cit}^  regis- 
trar's burial  permit  from  the  district  where  death  occurred  may  be 
accepted  as  authority  for  burial.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aioro- 
inentioned  city  registrar  to  record  in  a  permanent  bound  book,  which 
shall  be  secured  from  the  city  for  that  purpose,  all  births  and  deaths 
which  shall  occur  within  their  respective  cities  and  towns,  together  with 
such  statistics  and  data  as  shall  be  furnished  him  by  the  birth  certifi' 
cates  and  death  certificates  herein  elsewhere  provided  for,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  city  registrar  to  transmit  all  such  original  birth 
and  death  certificates  received  during  the  preceding  month  to  the  State 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics,  at  Austin,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
the  following  month. 

Sec.  6.  The  city  or  county  registrar  shall  receive  a  fee  of  twenty-five 
cents  for  each  birth  and  for  each  death  certificate  completely  filled  in  and 
properly  registered  and  filed  by  him  with  the  State  Registrar  as  required 
by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Sanitary  Code  for  Texas  and  the  provisions 
of  this  Act;  and  all  accounts  payable  to  a  county  registrar  shall  be  paid  by  the 
county  treasurer  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  county;  provided,  however, 
that  each  account  shall,  in  addition  to  the  approval  of  the  commissioners  court 
of  the  county  or  county  auditor,  as  these  might  be,  bear  the  approval  of  the 
State  Registrar,  and  provided  further,  that  the  State  Registrar  shall  not  later 
than  December  1,  1917,  and  each  year  thereafter,  certify  to  the  commissioners 
court  of  the  several  counties  the  number  of  births  and  death  certificates  properly 
returned  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  during  the  preceding  year,  together 
with  the  name  and  the  amount  due  each  county  registrar  at  the  rate  fixed 
therein;  provided  further,  that  all  accounts  payable  to  a  city  registrar  shall 
be  approved  by  the  city  council,  or  city  commission,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
also  bear  the  approval  of  the  State  Registrar,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  general  fund  of  the  city;  provided,  however,  that  in  all  incorporated 
cities  or  towns  where  the  ofiicial  who  performs  the  duties  of  city  registrar 
receives  any  salary,  compensation  or  reward  for  his  services,  that  the  twenty- 
five  cents  provided  for  each  certificate  herein  shall  not  be  allowed. 

Sec.  7.  That  for  the  purpose  of  the  efficient  enforcement  of  this  Act,  when 
any  county  registrar  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  secure  and  return  to  the  Bureau 
of  Vital  Statistics  the  birth  and  death  certificates  required  to  be  secured  and 
returned  by  him  as  such  county  registrar,  then  the  State  Health  Officer,  upon 
the  written  recommendation  of  the  State  Registrar,  shall  petition  the  com- 
missioners court  of  such  county  to  appoint  some  qualified  person  to  perform 
the  duties  of  local  or  precinct  registrar  for  each  commissioners  precinct  within 
such  county,  provided,  that  such  person  so  appointed  shall  be  a  bona  fide 
resident  of  the  county  and  of  such  commissioners  precinct,  and  shall  receive 
the  twenty-five  cents  provided  herein  for  each  birth  or  death  certificate;  pro- 
vided further,  that  such  local  or  precinct  registrar  shall  forward  the  original 
birth  or  death  certificate  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  in  the  same  manner 
as  provided  by  law  for  city  and  county  registrar,  and  shall  also  send  on  same 
date  a  copy  or  duplicate  of  such  birth  or  death  certificates  to  the  county  clerk 
to  be  recorded  by  him  in  the  record  kept  by  him  in  his  office  for  that  purpose; 
provided  further,  that  when  any  city  registrar  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  secure 
and  return  to  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  the  birth  and  death  certificates 
required  to  be  secured  and  returned  by  him  as  such  city  registrar,  then  the 
State  Health  Officer,  upon  the  written  recommendation  of  the  State  Registrar, 
shall  petition  the  city  council  or  commission  of  such  city  or  town  to  appoint 


some  qualified  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  city  registrar,  provided,  that 
such  person  so  appointed  shall  be  a  bona  fide  resident  of  such  city  or  town, 
and  shall  receive  the  twenty-five  cents  provided  herein  for  each  birth  or  death 
certificate. 

Sec.  7a.  Whenever  a  commissioners  precinct  of  a  county  is  located  so 
as  not  to  be  conveniently  accessible  to  the  county  registrar,  and  that  fact  is 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  State  Registrar  or  the  county  health  officer 
of  such  county,  then  the  State  Registrar  or  the  county  health  officer  shall 
recommend  in  writing  that  the  State  Health  Officer  petition  the  commissioners 
court  of  such  county  to  appoint  some  qualified  person  to  perform  the  duties 
of  precinct  registrar  for  such  precinct,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 
sioners court,  upon  receipt  of  such  petition  from  the  State  Health  Officer,  to 
appoint  such  precinct  registrar;  provided,  that  such  registrar  shall  possess 
the  qualifications,  perform  the  duties  and  receive  the  rate  of  compensation 
prescribed  for  the  precinct  registrar  by  the  provisions  of  Section  7  of  this  Act. 

Rule  38.  Form,  of  Certificate. — All  certificates  of  births  and  deaths 
shall  be  made  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 
and  in  the  form  of  certificate  prescribed  by  the  State  Registrar  to  the 
aforementioned  registrars. 

■  Rule  39.  Underta'ker  Shall  Fill  Out  Certificate  and  Obtain  Par- 
ticulars.— In  case  of  death  (inchiding  stillbirths)  in  which  any  under- 
taker buries  the  dead  or  assists  at  such  burial,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  undertaker  to  accurately  and  properly  fill  out  the  death  certifi- 
cate as  provided  by  the  State  Registrar,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  "per- 
sonal and  statistical  particulars,'^  and  further,  he  shall  obtain  from 
the  physician  or  coroner  the  answers  to  questions  under  the  heading 
of  "medical  particulars''  of  the  death  certificate  ;  said  death  certificate 
to  be  mailed  or  handed  in  by  the  undertaker  to  the  county  registrar 
within  five  days  after  said  death  occurs;  provided,  that  in  case  the 
undertaker  cannot  communicate  with  the  physician  or  coroner  within 
the  five  days  specified,  he  shall  mail  the  death  certificate  to  such  physi- 
cian or  coroner  as  accurately  and  properly  filled  out  as  possible,  for 
such  physician  or  coroner  to  complete  the  "medical  particulars"  of  the 
death  certificate,  in  which  event  the  aforesaid  physician  or  coroner  shall 
make  report  to  the  proper  registrar. 

Rule  40.  Physicians  Shall  Promptly  Give  Medical  Particulars  to 
TJndertalcer. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  physician  in  the  event  of  a 
death  ( including  stillbirths)  occurring  in  any  case  at  which  said  physi- 
cian is  the  last  in  attendance,  to  promptly  and  accurately  fill  out  the 
questions  in  the  "medical  particulars"  of  the  death  certificate  when  the 
death  certificate  is  presented  by  the  undertaker. 

Rule  41.  Physician  Last  in  Attendance  Shall  Report  Rural  Deaths. — 
In  the  event  of  a  death  occurring  in  the  rural  districts  of  this  Stab-, 
and  no  undertaker  being  in  attendance  or  responsible  for  the  report  of 
the  death,  the  physician  last  in  attendance  or  the  coroner,  in  the  event 
of  his  being  called  in,  shall  accurately  and  completely  fill  out  the  cer- 
tificate of  death  and  transmit  it  to  the  county  registrar. 

Rule  42.  Coroner  Shall  Give  Injormaiion,  Also  Head  of  House. — 
In  case  of  death  (including  stillbirths)  where  a  coroner  shall  hold  an 


inquest  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  death,  the  said  coroner  shall  answei' 
the  questions  (medical  particulars)  as  in  Rule  39  to  be  answered  b)^ 
the  attending  physician,  and  answer  them  in  as  fnll  and  complete 
manner  as  the  information  from  such  coroner's  inquest  will  permit; 
and  when  a  person  dies  without  medical  attendance  and  does  not  re- 
quire the  attendance  of  a  coroner,  the  head  of  the  household  where  such 
death  occurs,  or  the  next  kin,  shall  immediately  notify  the  local  health 
authority,  who  shall,  after  proper  investigation,  and,  if  deemed  neces- 
sary by  him,  after  an  autopsy  to  determine  the  cause  of  death,  issue  a 
certificate  of  death. 

Rule  43.  Superintendents  of  Hospitals  to  Give  Information. — If 
the  deceased  died  in  a  hospital  or  other  institution,  the  person  acting 
as  undertal^er  shall  present  the  certificate  to  the  superintendent  or  head 
of  such  institution  for  the  special  information  indicated  on  the  blanl^: 
for  such  cases.  The  undertaker  shall  then  fill  in  the  other  information 
above  required  and  transmit  the  complete  certificate  to  the  proper 
registrar. 

Rule  44.  Undertakers  Shall  Report  Physicians  for  Neglect  to  Give 
Information. — In  the  event  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  physician, 
coroner,  superintendent  or  person  in  charge  of  any  hospital  or  other 
institution  to  promptly  and  accurately  fill  out  the  death  certificate  as 
above  required,  and  sign  it,  when  so  requested  by  an  undertaker,  the 
same  shall  be  immediately  reported  by  the  undertaker  to  the  State 
Registrar  for  the  purpose  of  prosecution. 

Rule  45.  Stillhorn  or  Those  Dead  Births  of  Seven  Months'  Gesta- 
tion to  Be  Reported. — All  stillborn  children  (those  dead  at  birth  after 
seven  months'  gestation)  shall  be  registered  as  births  and  also  as  deaths, 
and  a  certificate  of  both  the  birth  and  death  shall  be  filed  with  the 
proper  registrar,  in  the  usual  form  and  manner,  the  certificate  of  birth 
to  contain  in  place  of  the  name  of  the  child  the  word  "stillborn.'"  The 
"medical  particulars"  of  the  death  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  the 
attending  physician,  if  anv,  or  midwife,  and  shall  state  the  cause  of 
death  as  "stillborn,"  with  the  cause  of  the  stillbirth,  if  known,  whether 
a  premature  birth,  and,  if  born  prematurely,  the  period  of  uterine  gesta- 
tion, in  months,  if  known. 

Rule  46.  Clerics  Shall  Record  All  Staiistical  Data.— The  clerk  of 
the  county  court  in  every  court  in  the  State  of  Texas  shall  record  all 
statistical  data  relating  to  such  births  and  deaths  as  are  reported  tc 
him  from  his  county  outside  incorporated  cities  or  towns  in  a  perma- 
nently bound  book  which  he  shall  secure  and  keep  for  that  purpose, 
in  fdrm  as  supplied  by  the  State  Ree^istrar,  and  shall  transmit  the  orig- 
inal certificate  to  the  State  Registrar  by  the  tenth  of  each  month  fol- 
lowing the  month  in  which  they  are  received. 

Rule  47.  Sextons  Shall  Keep  Record. — All  sextons  or  supermcend- 
ents  of  cemeteries  are  required  to  file  all  burial  permits  received  and  to 
record  in  a  permanently  bound  ])ook  the  names  of  all  persons  interred, 
date  of  interment,  place  of  burial,  number  of  the  grave  or  section  of 
cemetery  where  buried  and  Uiuwo  of  undertaker;  and  shall  before  the 
tenth  of  the  following  month  niak(^  a  report  to  the  State  Registrar  of 


all  deceased  persons  deposited  in  their  respective  cemeteries  during  the 
preceding  month. 

EuLE  48.  State  Registrar  Shall  Supply  Blanks,  Etc. — The  State  Reg- 
istrar shall  prepare,  print  and  supply  to  all  city  and  county  registrars 
all  blanks  and  forms  used  in  reporting  births  and  deaths  or  m  other- 
wise carrying  out  the  purposes  of  this  regulation,  and  each  county 
shall  print  and  supply  their  county  registrar  and  each  city  council 
supply  their  city  registrar  with  a  permanently  bound  book,  in  form 
prepared  by  the  State  Registrar  for  recording  all  statistical  data  relat- 
ing to  births  and  deaths  in  their  respective  jurisdictions ;  and  the  State 
Registrar  shall  prepare  and  issue  such  detailed  instructions  as  may  be 
required  to  secure  the  uniform  observance  of  its  provisions  and  the 
maintenance  of  a  perfect  system  of  registration.  He  shall  carefully 
examine  all  certificates  received,  and  if  any  such  are  incomplete  or  un- 
satisfactory he  shall  require  such  further  information  to  be  furnished 
as  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  record  complete  and  satisfactory.  And 
all  physicians,  midwives,  informants  or  undertakers  connected  with  any 
case,  and  all  other  persons  having  knowledge  of  the  facts,  are  hereby 
required  to  furnish  such  information  as  they  may  possess  regarding  any 
birth  or  death  upon  demand  of  the  State  Registrar,  in  person,  by  mail, 
or  through  the  county  or  city  registrar.  He  shall  further  arrange,  bind 
and  permanently  preserve  the  certificate  in  a  systematic  manner. 

Rule  49.  City  and  County  Registrars  Shall  Furnish  Blanks  to  Those 
Required  to  Report. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  and  county  regis- 
trars to  supply  blank  forms  of  certificate  and  such  instructions  as  are 
applied  to  them  by  the  State  Registrar  to  all  in  their  respective  juris- 
dictions who  are  required  to  make  reports  under  these  regulations. 

Rule  50.  City  and  County  Registrars  Examine  All  Certificates  of 
Birth  and  Death. — Each  city  and  county  registrar  shall  carefully  ex- 
amine each  certificate  of  birth  or  death  when  received,  and  if  any  such 
are  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory,  he  shall  require  such  further  infor- 
mation to  be  furnished  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  record  com- 
plete and  satisfactory.  He  shall  number  consecutively  the  certificates 
of  bir'h  and  death  in  two  separate  series,  beginning  with  the  "number 
one*^  foi       first  birth  and  first  death  in  each  calendar  year. 

Sec.  10.  The  State  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  shall,  upon  the  request 
of  any  applicant,  furnish  a  certified  copy  of  any  birth  or  death  record  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  for  such  certified  copy  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  to  be  paid  by  the  applicant;  and  provided  further,  that 
such  copy  of  the  record  of  birth  or  death,  when  properly  certified  by  the  State 
Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  as  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  in  all  courts  and  places  of  such  facts  therein  stated;  and  provided 
further,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Registrar  at  the  end  of  each  month 
to  make  an  itemized  account  of  all  fees  collected  by  him  during  the  month 
and  pay  the  same  over  to  the  State  Treasurer,  to  be  kept  by  such  Treasurer 
in  a  special  and  separate  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  "Vital  Statistics  Fund," 
and  the  accounts  so  deposited  in  such  fund  may  be  used  for  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law  relating  to  the  registration  of  births 
and  deaths  within  the  State,  and  any  unexpended  balance  remaining  in  such 
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fund  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year  shall  be  transferred  to  the  public  school 
fund  of  the  State. 

Sec.  15.  No  system  for  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths  shall  be 
continued  or  maintained  in  any  of  the  several  cities  or  counties  of  this  State 
other  than  the  system  provided  for  and  prescribed  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Act;  provided,  this  Act  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  any  of  the  laws  of  this 
State  now  in  force  affecting  public  health  and  the  registration  of  birth  and 
death  certificates,  which  are  not  clearly  in  conflict  herewith,  but  shall  be  con- 
strued to  be  cumulative  to  said  laws. 

Sec.  12.  *That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ten 
dollars  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  f 

Sec.  13.  That  any  person  who  shall  falsely  or  fraudulently  furnish  any 
information  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  incorrect  record  of  a  birth  or  death 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  felony,  and,  upon  conviction  in  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, shall  be  punished  by  confinement  in  the  State  penitentiary  for  a  term 
of  not  less  than  one  year  and  not  more  than  two  years. 


*Section  12,  General  Laws,  Thirty-fifth  Legislature,  1917,  Chapter  129, 
applies  to  Sections  6  to  15,  inclusive,  printed  in  heavy-faced  type. 

fThe  general  penalty  for  violation  of  the  Sanitary  Code  of  Texas  applies  to 
Rules  34  to  50,  inclusive.  General  Laws,  Thirty-second  Legislature,  1911, 
Chapter  95. 


